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Register results 


The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They were all previously summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 


e National Credit Union Administration (NCUA) has issued rules changing the lending policies of Federal 
credit unions. NCUA received 43 comments on the proposal, most of which were in favor of the changes. Effective 
date was Aug. 4. Details—Federal Register: Aug. 4, page 39369; May 27, page 27251. CONSUMER REGISTER: June 15. 
For additional information write or call Joseph Bellenghi, National Credit Union Administration, 2025 M St., NW, 
Washington, DC 20456; telephone 202-254-8760. 


© National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has established average fuel economy standards 
for passenger cars made in model years 1981-1984. NHTSA held a public hearing on the proposed standards and 
invited applications for financial assistance from individuals and groups which were financially unable to participate. 
Eleven companies, groups and individuals made presentations, including 5 passenger car companies and 4 funded 
public interest groups. Standards are: 1981—22 miles per gallon (mpg); 1982—24 mpg; 1983—26 mpg; and 1984—27 
mpg. Details—Federal Register: June 30, page 33534; Jan. 13, page 2864; Feb. 22, page 10321. CONSUMER REGISTER: 
March 1; Dec. 1, 1976. For additional information call or write Stanley R. Scheiner, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Washington, DC 20590; telephone 202-472-5906. 


e National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) has adopted a final rule exempting in some cases 
low volume manufacturers (those who make fewer than 10,000 passenger cars in the model year for which an exemp- 
tion is sought) from average fuel economy standards. NHTSA received 3 comments on the proposal, 2 from low 
volume manufacturers, and one from a person who did not indicate an affiliation with any particular interest. 
Details—Federal Register: July 28, page 38374; Dec. 9, 1976, page 53827. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1. For further 
information write or call Douglas F. Pritchard, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 


20590; telephone 202-755-9384. 


Country of origin markings 


Sept. 2 is deadline for comments on US Customs Service’s 
proposal to require exporters to place country of origin mark- 
ings more conspicuously on consumer electronic products such 
as radios, stereos and TV sets. 


Federal law requires that every article imported into the 
US be marked permanently and conspicuously with the name of 
the country. However, because present regulations do not say 
that the article must be marked in the most conspicuous place, 
many of the electronic products are marked on the back in the 
area where technical data normally appear. Besides, many of 
these articles carry a brand name which does not suggest 
foreign origin and, when offered for sale, are displayed in such 
a way that prospective buyers are unable to examine the mer- 
chandise for country of origin until they unpack it at home. 


If adopted, the proposal would require that the electronic 
products be marked with the country of origin on the front, top 
or sides of the articles “in a manner which would ensure the 
visibility of the marking when the articles are on display” in the 
stores. 


Although the proposed regulations are primarily for the 
use of industry, consumers also may wish to know if the prod- 
ucts they have selected are foreign-made or American-made. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 3, page 39227. Send comments 
to Commissioner of Customs, Attention: Regulations and Legal 
Publications Division, Washington, DC 20229. For additional 
information, write or call Diane Bratter at the above address; 
telephone 202-566-8237. 


Cigarettes 


Sept. 21 is deadline for comments on Consumer Beliefs and 
Behavior with Respect to Cigarette Smoking: A Critical Analy- 
sis of the Public Literature. The report, prepared by Dr. 
Martin Fishbein for the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) as 
part of its investigation of cigarette adver‘ ising and other pro- 
motional practices, analyzes what public | ‘erature “presently 
reveals about the role of information and b -liefs in decisions to 
smoke or not to smoke.” The report discusses the effectiveness 


of cigarette labeling, current practices and methods of cigarette 
advertising and promotion and reconimendations for legislation 
to strengthen the warning statement on cigarette packages. 


The report concludes that the public needs more informa- 
tion about the (1) specific health hazards associated with smok- 
ing; (2) specific benefits of not smoking; (3) percentage of the 
population that currently smokes; and (4) total amount of con- 
sumption of different types of cigarettes (high or low nicotine 
content) that can put smokers at risk with respect to different 
illnesses. 


FTC has not adopted or endorsed the findings or conclu 
sions of the report. 


In addition to sending in written comments on the report, 
consumers and others may testify at FTC’s informal hearings 
which will be held Oct. 11 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 532 of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Bldg., Washington, DC 20580. Sept. 21 
is also the deadline for sending in requests to testify at the 
hearings. Copies of the report are available from Mark D. 
Gordon at address listed below under “Details.” 


Details—Federal Register: July 21, page 37441. Send comments 
to Mark D. Gordon, Attorney, Federal Trade Commission, 
Washington, DC 20580; telephone 202-724-1560. 


Pacifiers 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has is- 
sued regulations banning from interstate commerce pacifiers 
that do not meet certain safety requirements. CPSC says this 
rule is necessary because 8 deaths (2 from choking and 6 from 
strangulation) and 7 non-fatal choking incidents have been as- 
sociated with pacifiers between 1970 and 1975. 


New regulations, which become effective Feb. 26, 1978, 

include provisions for (1) pacifier shields (or guards) to be a 
certain size; (2) at least 2 ventilation holes on shields; and (3) 
warning labels telling parents and others not to tie pacifiers 
around children’s necks. 
Details—Federal Register: June 30, page 33276. For addi- 
tional information call or write Elaine Besson, Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC 20207; tele- 
phone 301-492-6453. 










































































































Government reorganization 


Office of the Assistant to the President for Reorganiza- 
tion is soliciting comments on a continuing basis from the public 
on reorganization of the Federal Government. The Office is in- 
terested in learning of specific examples of programs that are 
failing because of poor management or organization—and also 
of programs that are working. Other points on which the Office 
specifically invites public comment include: 


e Standards for evaluating reorganization proposals, such 
as improved service, reduced costs and paperwork; 

e Methods for involving citizens in the reorganization ef- 
fort on a continuing basis; 

e Administration of the justice system, general revenue 
sharing, revenue collection, central administration and 
planning; 

e Health, education and social service programs and exam- 
ples of policy or management problems that organizational 
changes might help to solve and where coordination between 
Federal, state and local government efforts might be improved. 


The Office also requests reorganization comments on. civil 
rights enforcement, national security and international affairs, 
natural resources, environment, energy, economic develop- 
ment, Federal personnel management and regulatory reform. 
In the regulatory reform category, the Office is particularly in- 
terested to learn public views on the effectiveness of Federal 
regulation; the cost/benefit relationship; public accountability; 
overlap, duplication or conflict of Federal regulations; areas 
needing more or less regulation; and meth«ds to achieve 
greater public participation in agency decisivutic. 
Details—Federal Register: July 7, page 34958. Send comments 
to Reorganization Issues, The White House, Washington, DC 
20500. For additional information write or call Tom Belford, Of- 
fice of the Assistant to the President for Reorganization at the 
above address; telephone 202-456-6730. 


Wine 


Dec. 3 is deadline for comments on Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms’ (ATF) latest proposed revision of its 
wine advertising and labeling regulations. 


Following a series of hearings on earlier proposals [CON- 
SUMER REGISTER: Dec. 1, 1976], ATF now proposes amend- 
ments which would: 


e Drop earlier proposals for a new class of wine called 
“ATF seal” wines because some commenters felt that the seal 
might be seen as a quality guarantee by the consumer. 

e Prohibit the use of the term “estate bottled” on labels 
after Jan. 1, 1983. 

e Require that wine labeled with a grape type (varietal) 
designation be derived from not less than 75% of grapes of that 
variety (with some exceptions). 

e Redefine viticultural areas and vineyards as appellations 
of origin of a special class known as controlled appellations, 
with minimum percentage of certain grapes to apply. 


Other proposals specify place where wine is produced, pro- 
hibit use of foreign wine terms on domestic wine labels, permit 
the use of qualifying terms such as “Brand” or “TM” in certain 
instances, and drop earlier proposal to require month and year 
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Public hearings on the wine labeling regulations have been 
rescheduled as follows: 

Sept. 27 (10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.) and Sept. 28 (10 a.m.) 

Room 5041 Federal Bldg. 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 

Washington, DC 20226 

(To speak, write to Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms, Washington, DC 20226. Deadline for such re- 
quests is Sept. 20). 

Nov. 1 (10 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.) and Nov. 2 and 3 (10 a.m.) 

Sheraton Palace Hotel, Comstock Room 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

(To speak, write to address listed above. Deadline for re- 
quests to speak at San Francisco hearing is Oct. 18.) 


Details—Federal Register: July 29, page 38602; June 15, page 
20517. Send comments to Director, Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms, Washington, DC 20226. For additional informa- 
tion call or write D.R. Royce at above address; telephone 202- 
566-7626. 


Christmas tree lights 


Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has ac- 
cepted an offer from the National Consumers League (NCL), 
a national voluntary consumer organization, to develop a rec- 
ommended consumer product safety standard for the fire and 
shock hazards of miniature Christmas tree lights and similar 
decorative lights. CPSC is contributing $163,842 toward the 
total cost of developing the standard. Part of this money will 
help defray the costs of consumer participation in the proj- 
ects. 


All persons interested in working on the development of 
the miniature Christmas tree lights standard should write or 
call the persons listed below under “Details.” 


Details—Federal Register: June 30, page 33359. For further 
information call or write: CPSC—Carl Blechschmidt, Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commission, Washington, DC; tele- 
phone 301-492-6557. NCL—David Swankin, 1625 Eye St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20006; telephone 202-872-8660, or 
Sandra Willett, 1028 Connecticut Ave., NW, Washington, DC 
20036; telephone 202-797-7600. 


Odometers 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) has amended its odometer disclosure statement re- 
quirement to make the statement clearer and less likely to be 
misused. The original regulation has been in effect since March 
1, 1973 and requires each seller of a motor vehicle to give the 
buyer a written statement saying either that the odometer 
reading was or was not correct. Since that time National Au- 
tomobile Dealers Association asked that NHTSA change the 
form and content of the disclosure statement. As a result, the 
disclosure statement must now certify that the odometer‘was 
either not altered or altered for repair or replacement purposes 
only. 


Amended rules become effective Jan. 1, 1978. 


Details—Federal Register: Aug. 1, page 38906. For additional 
information call or write Kathleen DeMeter, National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, Washington, DC 20590; tele- 
phone 202-426-1834. 



















For you 


These forms are for you to 
use, if you wish, in commenting 
on any Federal Agency pro- 
posal summarized in CON- 
SUMER REGISTER. Of course, if 
you cannot get your comments 
on the front and back of a form, 
feel free to continue your com- 
ments on additional paper. 

Send comment forms to 
addresses listed in the sum- 
maries. 

CONSUMER NEWS is pub- 
lishing these forms in coopera- 
tion with Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA). 


Rate Register 


Planes 


eCivil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
-has approved a plan that would 
increase—from $75,000 to $200,000— 
an airline’s liability for death or injury 
of international passengers. The cost 
would be defrayed by a $2 surcharge 
per ticket. 











eAug. 25 is new deadline for 
comments on Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) advance notice of pro- 
osed rulemaking on price advertising 
of air transportation, especially char- 
ters [RATE REGISTER July 1.] Be- 
cause CAB did not receive any com- 
ments from the agencies it especially 
wanted to hear from—including the 
Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA)— 
it has decided to grant this extension. 
The deadline, of course, applies to all 
other organizations, such as consumer 
organizations, and the general public. 
Details—Federal Register: Aug. 10, 
page 40450. Send comments to Docket 
30667, Docket Section, Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board, Washington, DC 20428. 
For additional information call or 
write Simon J. Eilenberg at above ad- 
dress; telephone 202-673-5442. 
















eCivil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
is allowing domestic air carriers to in- 
crease their fares 1.5% to 2% above 
the levels in effect in mid-July. They 
become effective on various dates be- 
tween Aug. 7 and Aug. 22. A public 
interest group (National Passenger 
Traffic Association) objected to the 
increase because it came so soon after 
the 0.7% increase of last month [RATE 
REGISTER: July 1 and Aug. 1]. How- 
ever, CAB said the association did not 
support its claim with enough facts to 
deny the airlines’ requests. The 1.5% 
increase would increase the rate of re- 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) _ 


published in Federal Register on (date) 





Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in 
CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) _ 


by (name of agency) _——— 


published in Federal Register on (date) ____ on (page) 
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Rate Register 
(continued) 


turn on investment (ROI) to 11.6%, 
which is within CAB’s 12% standard. 
The 2% increase would raise the ROI 
to 12.07%, but since some major com- 
peting airlines have not yet asked for 
the full 2% increase, it probably would 
not take place before September—and 
at that time the ROI would fall below 
12%. 


eJustice Dept. has filed a paper 
with Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
in support of an Eastern Airlines pro- 
posal to offer a one-ticket fare that 
would allow 2 or more persons to 
travel throughout Eastern’s route 
system in the US, Mexico, Canada, 
Bermuda and the Caribbean for up to 
21 days. The fare under the proposal 
would be $299 for adults and $199 for 
children [See RATE REGISTER: 
Aug. 1). 

Justice said the Eastern proposal 
is a desirable form of innovative com- 
petition that CAB should encourage. 

eSept. 12 is deadline for com- 
ments on Civil Aeronautics Board’s 
(CAB) review of minimum group size 
requirements for all types of charter 
flights. CAB currently requires that 
when more than one passenger group 
is carried on a chartered aircraft—a 
“split charter’”—at least 40 seats 
must be allocated for each group. 
The only present exception is that an 
aircraft with fewer than 80 seats may 
operate with no more than 2 advance 
booking charter (ABC) groups. 
Either group may consist of as few as 
20 persons. 

CAB has decided to review the 
concept and specific provisions of the 
minimum seat requirement for split 
charters in response to a petition by 
2 tour operators. The petitioners say 
that current requirements lead to 
empty seats, an inefficiency which 
tour operators—and ultimately the 
public—must pay for. The minimum 
seat requirement also may lead to 
cancellation of entire flights if tour 
operators do not sell enough of their 
contracted 40 seats. 

In conducting its review, CAB is 
specifically asking for comment on 
the following issues: 

(1) Should the minimum group 
size requirements be maintained in 
their present form, reduced or elimi- 
nated entirely? 

(2) Should any relaxation of the 
group size requirements apply uni- 
formly to all split charters, no matter 
how many charterers share the 
aircraft? 

(3) Should any modification of 
the group size requirements apply 
uniformly to all types of charter 
groups? 

Details—Federal Register: July 
27, page 38186. Send comments to 
Docket 30768, Docket Section, Civil 
Aeronautics Board, Washington, DC 
20428. For additional information call 
or write Simon Eilenberg at above 
address; telephone 202-673-5442. 











